A number of years back, voice recognition was all the rage.
Law firms watched demonstrations of sales representatives
speaking into a microphone and seeing an almost perfect
transcript appear on screen. Many thought this was the
beginning of a new era, but sadly this type of technology
did not materialise due to many teething problems and
associated ongoing costs.

Nowadays the latest buzz words are digital dictation. So exactly
what is digital dictation? The fundamentals of dictation
are the same except the solicitor speaks into a piece of
equipment more like a mobile phone as opposed to the
traditional hand unit with a tape which could be quite bulky.

As the files stored are digital, there are no moving parts, nor
is it necessary to take your completed tape to a secretary.
Once the solicitor has completed his dictation the unit is
linked to a PC and the data transferred on to a specified
location on the firm’s network.

This is where digital dictation comes into a league of its own.
The file can then either be accessed directly by a solicitor’s
secretary in the next office, be a departmental secretary on a
different floor, a secretary at another office or a group typing
facility within the firm. Here at IMW we have a number of
secretaries who work from home so dictated work can even be
sent to a secretary away from the office and then printed back
in the office. Whatever method is chosen, it is possible to use
the available resources much more efficiently than where
physical location and availability of the secretary is the (or
only) factor.

In April 2005 the decision was made to roll out digital
dictation across the firm. Presently 5 departments are
utilising the new technology.

Bighand Digital Dictation was awarded the contract to
provide JMW with a full Digital Dictation infrastructure.
Bighand is the leading Digital Dictation provider in the UK.
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Nowadays the latest buzz
words are “digital dictation”

Congratulations to Bill Jones, Olivia Scates, David Philpott,
Cheryl Patel, Andrew Lilley, Carolyn Hyland, Louise Felstead,
Lorna Beech, Isaac Mirza, and Anthony Jones who all
participated and successfully completed the BUPA Great
Manchester Run on Sunday 22nd May. The race was run over
10km in and around Manchester City Centre with over 22,000
runners participating.
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JMW launch new anti-
money laundering venture

JMW is delighted to announce the launch of its unique
specialist anti-money laundering unit.

We have joined forces with Callcredit plc and together our aim
is to provide anti-money laundering solutions for solicitors
practising in the UK.

Callcredit plc is part of the Skipton Information Group owned by
the Skipton Building Society, which has assets in excess of
£8 billion and is one of the top ten Building Societies in the UK.

The partners of JMW have formed a separate company called
ML Solutions 4U Ltd to front this exciting venture. The services
to be offered include the following:

Anti-money laundering solutions for solicitors

Seminars, workshops, health checks and system set-ups

Various training packages to assist in complying with the
Money Laundering Regulations 2003. These include a
special online training module

Electronic online identification verification

Advising and representing clients on all types of criminal
prosecutions involving Money Laundering
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Bill Jones, managing partner of IMW and managing director of

ML Solutions 4U Ltd, comments:

Since the introduction of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 and the
Money Laundering Regulations 2003 most firms of solicitors have
been brought into the Regulated Sector and as a result are
caught by the new regulations. Under these regulations solicitors
have statutory and regulatory obligations to train their staff on
the topic of Money Laundering. They must also have anti-money
laundering systems in place and ensure that new clients are
subject to satisfactory identification checks. In practice,
compliance can be very costly and time consuming.
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My research has shown that
the legal profession as a whole
Is crying out for the sort of
service that we can provide




